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think that 1t 1s reasonable that a department head have
some flexlbilicty as to the distribution of increases in
salaries. I know no business that overates on a similar
basls where uniform lncreases are given irregardless of
the performance of each individual. That kind of =ractice
would be available to state government, 1t seems to5 me,
would only make common sense. Thank you, Senator ¥och.

PRESIDENT: Senator XKoch, would you continue with the
close?

SENATOR KOCH: Thank you, Mr. President. I am a little
surprised at Senator Kelly who has through the six vears
that I have known him has menerally been an indilwi-dual
who had talked to the issue of efflclency in sovernment.
To me, thls amendment 1s a step in that direction, and to
reaffirm & comment of Senator Warner's, some peonle are
misusing the word "merit". Julv 1, 1978 any asency head
can immediately glve to those s+aff members A%? increase.
With the rapld escalation of cost of livine, to me this
would be most appropriate. Fach day, almost todav, vou
hear the cost of living is ascending and this isn't eroine
to change, particularly, when the impact of the coal strike
is fully upon us. I can be assured and would be assured
that mcst agency heads would give to thelr emplovees Fk®,
would not withhold 1t until a later date. It aprnears +o
me tnat thils would be to the best interest of almost

all employees, and to those employees who are marsinal,
they would get their four percent and that 1s much better
than g dismissal because it would encourage them to un-
grade thelr productlivity and thelr work capacity to the
State of Nebraska. So they, too, would then be a2lirible
for the full amount of the money which later on zould
come to them 1f that was determined by the agency head.

I submit to you this bill, as Senator Xelly alluded to,
is not one of nepotism nor not one of patronage. If we
have that much nepotism and patronage in state rovernmen®,
then thils body should be a little more careful in ternms
of hiring practices and what departments thev are emploved
in. So I ask you to adopt this amendment. T think it 1s
fair toc all ermployees and I have yet to have no criticigm
from any employees on this amendment and they know about
1t. The only individual who has approached me is the
person who represents the Nebraska Association o€ Public
Employees. No agency head has contacted me about this
would be unworkable. They would not be able to manare
1t. Therefore, I belleve 1t 1s a good amendment. T ask
for the adoption.

PRESIDENT: The question 1s the adoption of ferator Xoch's
amendment. Record your vote. Have you all voted? RecomA.

SENATOR KOCH: Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Yes.

SENATOR KOCH: I request a Call of the House.
PRESIDENT: A Call of the House.

SENATOR KOCH: And a roll call vote.

PRESIDENT: And a roll call vote. All right, the question is,



